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contribute as much as possible to the defence of its
own territory. The loyal subjects of Canada or Aus-
tralia could not, then, in principle, be called upon to
bear arms unless they were directly attacked. In that
event they had the assurance that the soldiers and
sailors of His Britannic Majesty would not leave them
to fight alone. Thus when England, about 1850, decided
to free herself of the burden she had assumed for the
protection of Canada, no one was either surprised or
displeased. Indeed, the Canadian statesmen wished
nothing better, since they had hopes of giving to their
country, in matters of military defence, the same
autonomy that Canada had acquired in the political
sphere. It did not for a moment enter anyone's head
that a colony might be obliged to take part in those
wars in which Great Britain might chance to be en-
gaged in some corner or other of the globe. The
question, in any event, did not come up at the time of
the Crimean War. In that war, London had economic
or political interests to promote or defend. These
interests were not Canada's which wras as indifferent to
the fate of Sebastopol as to the international status of
the Dardanelles.

The day was not far distant when, in default of
regulations and treaties, the imperial government was
to decide to appeal to sentiment in an effort to con-
vince the Dominions that they had nothing to lose by
becoming active partners of the mother country in an
imperial federation directed by London. Meanwhile,
in 1884, whatever the opinion of Ottawa or Melbourne
might be, England undertook to conquer the Sudan, to
fortify her positions in Egypt, and to assure the security
of the Cape-to-Cairo route. Discreetly, and without